5. Membership Policy and Procedures

5.1. INTRODUCTION
5.1.1. Responsibility of Member Churches to the Association

The Association shall be composed of cooperating Baptist churches in the area served by the Association.  Member churches have the following responsibilities to the Association:

5.1.1.1. File an annual report in accordance with Article 5 of the Associational By-laws.
5.1.1.2. Send messengers to the bi-annual meetings.  Each church is entitled to four (4) messengers and the pastor/interim pastor as voting members of the association.  In addition to the elected messengers for each church, each church may also elect two alternate messengers to serve as voting members in the absence of any of the four elected messengers, but not the pastor/interim pastor.  The names of the alternates must be listed with the Tar River Baptist Association as elected alternate messengers.
5.1.1.3. Send contributions to pay  the expenses of the Association

5.1.2. Statement of Purpose

The Membership Policy and Procedures contained herein are established to provide specific guidelines related to membership in the Association.  It shall be the responsibility of the Membership Committee to:

5.1.2.1. Determine the compliance of member churches with the requirements of membership in the Association.
5.1.2.2. Determine when churches are of like faith and order and should be accepted into watchcare of the Association.
5.1.2.3. Make recommendation to the Association related to the dissolution of the Association’s relationship with member churches not in compliance with the Association’s Bylaws.

5.1.3. Scope of Membership Policy and Procedures

The Membership Policy and Procedures contained herein, subject to By-Laws, replace and supersede any and all policy and procedures previously established for this purpose

5.1.4. Procedure For Revising The Policy and Procedures

The Membership Committee will review the adopted Membership Policy and Procedures in order to maintain consistency of the procedural guidelines and the actual practices of the Association.  Changes may be proposed by the Associational Missionary or submitted to the chairperson of the Membership Committee by members of the Association.  The Membership Committee will then be responsible for submitting proposed changes to the Associational Executive Council.  The Associational Executive Council will make their recommendation to the Executive Board.

5.1.5. Copies Of Membership Policy and Procedures

Copies of policy and procedures regarding membership can be viewed online or be obtained by a request through the Association office.
5.1. Compliance By Member Churches

The Membership Committee will determine compliance by member churches with the responsibilities of membership to the Association and make recommendation to the Association.

5.1.1. The Membership Committee will review member churches compliance with the responsibilities of membership to the Association.
5.1.2. The Membership Committee will provide an annual report to member churches regarding their responsibilities of membership.
5.1.3. After consultation with member churches regarding non-compliance with the requirements of membership to the Association, the membership committee may make recommendation to the Association regarding participation by member churches with the Association.

5.2. Application Process For Membership

The Membership Committee will determine the like faith and order of churches petitioning for membership and make recommendation concerning watchcare and full membership to the Association.

5.2.1. Churches seeking affiliation with the Association will petition the Association by letter.
5.2.2. The petitioning church will submit its Articles of Faith, Bylaws, etc. for review by the Membership Committee.
5.2.3. Upon review of the above, the Membership Committee may determine to meet with the petitioning church.
5.2.4. If the church petitioning the Association is the result of a conflict with an existing church, the Membership Committee must meet with the petitioning church and the existing church.  The purpose of this meeting is to work toward reconciliation or mutual agreement to co-exist as member churches in cooperation with one another.
5.2.5. The Membership Committee will make recommendation to the Association regarding a minimum one-year period of watchcare.
5.2.6. The Membership Committee will meet with the leadership of the church under watchcare toward the end of the watchcare period.  The purpose of this meeting is to determine if all parties wish to continue to go forward in the membership process.
5.2.7. The Membership Committee will make recommendation to the Association regarding full membership in the Association.

5.3. Dismissal Process
The Membership Committee will investigate and make recommendation to the Association with regard to the dismissal or withdrawal of a member church from the Association.
5.3.1. In the event a member church no longer maintains scriptural integrity and doctrinal positions and practices consistent with the Association, the Membership Committee will make recommendation to the Association regarding dismissal.
5.3.2. In the event a member church treats with contempt the requirements of membership to the Association, the Membership Committee will investigate and make recommendation to the Association.
5.3.3. In the event a member church notifies the Association of its intent to withdraw from the Association, the Membership Committee will investigate and make recommendation to the Association.

5.4. Definition:
Cooperating Church:  Member church that files an annual report, sends messengers to the Association’s bi-annual meetings, sends contributions to pay the expenses of the Association, and maintains scriptural integrity and doctrinal positions and practices consistent with one of the Baptist Faith and Messages.
